[image: image1.png]Wy, .
W.michfoxtrotter- <O




Michigan Foxtrotter Assoc., Inc. (MFTA)

   The wind was howling, the rain & snow came, and it was cold but a number of hardy individuals attended the Camping with Your Horse class April 16 & 17 in Owosso taught by MFT owner, Jan Wolfin.  She was very thorough and gave us all quite a few pointers on what to pack for camping as well as trail riding etiquette.  After lunch, Jim McKenney then worked with those who brought their horses. He does wonders in the round pen and helped the riders find their horse’s signature gaits. Sharon & Doug  Mathewson got their beautiful Palomino MFT round-penned & massaged(Jim brought a e quine masseuse). Charleen Ostrom received a driving lesson with her MFT,Boone,too. It was a pleasure to meet MFTA member Tim Clements at the clinic. Everybody learned what more they need to do with their horses in the round pen so we all have homework now! Thank-you, Jan & Ron, for hosting the clinic at your farm. Also a big thanks goes out to Jim McKenney for teaching us what we can accomplish in the round pen. He makes it look so easy!

  By the time you read this, the Tweak That Gait clinic will have taken place in West Branch with Levi Beechy April 30th. Chuck Fanslow reported that almost all of the slots had been filled. Chuck did report that the clinic went very well.

  People are still looking for MFTs to buy.  Advertise yours on the MFTA website by contacting webmaster,Chuck, at riverflatranch@yahoo.com or by calling 989-435-9224. A picture ad is $5 for 6 months, text ads are free.  You can even sell your tack in the MFTA classifieds, too, at the same rates. We all have SOMETHING to sell, don’t we?

  We are always accepting members. Tell your friends to go to michfoxtrotters.com to print the membership form to send to me.  Why should you become a member?  You would be helping to support our mission to help promote the MFT at expos, etc. and provide needed funds to help us teach people how to enjoy their horses more with clinics. We can do more activities when we have more funds and willing hands to help. What would you like us to offer? Let us know!!!

  A National MFTHBA Trail Ride has been approved for mid June to early July this year.  Earn a point toward an MFTHBA belt buckle!  You must be a member of the MFTHBA and the MTRA to participate. Bring your MFTHBA membership card when you sign up.  Go to www.mtra.org for more information. Enjoy Michigan’s beautiful scenery as you cross the state from Lake Huron to Lake Michigan.

  Kate Assenmacher reported from Ava,MO that progress continues on trail obstacle construction. Her husband, Steve, and some others have been diligently working on these. They will be used at the MFTHBA show grounds for ACTHA-related activities.

  Please send me news of your accomplishments.  Have you done something new with your horse? Have you had a foal born this Spring? I’d like to know for a future article. 

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

