MICHIGAN FOX TROTTER ASSOC.,INC.
We have a new web address……www.michiganfoxtrotters.com! The old web address will automatically redirect you to our same website also for a while. Webmaster,Chuck Fanslow, worked for a long time to get this new web address for us. We appreciate his persistence! Check it out to see what is new in the classifieds and what’s on the other pages.

  A group of us(Ostrom family,Manninos,Chuck Fanslow,Kathy Kruch, Doug & Sharon Mathewson,Jan  & Ron Wolfin) met & rode July 9th at Sleepy Hollow State Park near Laingsburg . It was definitely a hot day but our Foxtrotters took us effortlessly through the trails and back for a nice lunch. Everyone brought tasty foods to share in the potluck.  President Fanslow headed up the meeting during lunch and we discussed the 2012 expos we want to have MFTA booths at.  We’ll again sell raffle tickets for a basket full of MFT merchandise. We chose the Cadillac expo in February and the Stallion expo in March at MSU. Those seem to draw the most spectators. We are looking for a sociable well-gaited stallion to showcase at the March Stallion expo. If you want yours in the stall beside the MFTA information booth, let us know ASAP. If you are a breeder, this is the perfect opportunity to show off your horse’s gait and conformation as well as to set up breedings. The paperwork needs to be filed in November with MHC so please hurry.
  The second annual MFTHBA National Trail ride across Michigan was held in conjunction with the MTRA’s Shore to Shore ride in June and July.  The weather was great for it and a number of riders participated and earned a point toward their belt buckle. The MFTHBA has told us that this National Trail Ride is one of the largest held in the USA!  Woo hoo!!

  New babies: Chuck Fanslow in Gladwin reports that he has had a couple of colts born this Spring who had been sired by his stallion, Cotton-Eyed Joe Y. Gale Gunders had a few born and one even got sold to a family in Texas!
  2011 Show & Celebration in Ava,MO Labor Day week: The Budweiser Clydesdales will be there as well as a beer tent to help attract spectators and raise money for MFTHBA. There will also be National trail rides going on nearby,too. The Ostroms are going this year. President Fanslow suggested that I send a letter in support of the beer tent idea to the BODs of the MFTHBA.

   Our next meeting is set for 11AM September 17th at Chuck Fanslow’s house in Gladwin.  It’s a lunch potluck again so bring something delicious. I’m sure we’ll get to meet his stallion and tour his farm while we are there.

 Member Kathy Kruch interviewed Pres. Chuck Fanslow:
  Chuck:  “The Goose Creek Trails are in good shape.   

The Goose Creek camp is a beautiful and fun camp to visit. Despite the recent fire scare on June 7th, the Goose Creek trails remain intact and beautiful to ride. Chuck Fanslow, president of MFTA, managed the trail system for the Michigan Trail Riders Association. Chuck along with volunteers Joe Burril and Carol Hyzer, had a work bee in late May to keep the trail system in great shape for our 2011 summer riding season.”
Chuck reported the trail area that they worked on:   

“My section is from Scheck’s to Hopkin’s Creek and my camp is Hopkin’s Creek. It is about 22 miles, Joe helped me and we did it on horses. Carol drove my truck and trailer to jump ahead of us and we met on road crossings with food and drink and fueled the chain saws.   

I did my section April 4-9th before the oak blight deadline as my trail had quite a few oaks that needed trimmed. We carry our chainsaw, large loppers, hammer, trail markers, spray paint, and aluminum nails on each horse. They did a pretty good Job. We jump the horses whenever we can and drive the truck and trailer with horses inside to mark the trail, which goes quicker and saves on the horses.   

On April 30th we Worked on Carol's trail from 4-Mile to Goose Creek about 26 miles. From there we did Joe’s trail for 28 miles from Luzerne to 4-Mile. Joe had most of his done from the weekend before.   

There were lots of trees down this year, just on Carol’s trail we had to cut about 15 trees all together that blocked the trail”   

One of the nicest things about this trail section is seeing animals like deer, beaver, squirrels and different birds. Some really cool looking bright scarlet birds were seen during the work bee. The workers had lunch and snacks after some hard work. Just being outside in the woods is great a great experience in Michigan.” Respectfully submitted: Marilyn Mannino(MFTA Secretary)
