MI FOXTROTTER ASSOC.,INC.

The Sept. 14,2008  meeting was held at the Mannino home with most of the officers attending. A nice potluck was enjoyed.  The previously scheduled trail ride that day at Sleepy Hollow Park in Laingsburg was cancelled due to torrential rains. President Jim McKenney opened the meeting and held discussion that it was necessary to redo the website and update it.  V. P. Charleen Ostrom reported that the donated MFT gelding is healthy and making progress with his training.  We are taking nominations for all of the MFTA officer positions for 2009.  Please let us know if you are interested in nominating yourself or someone else.  Charleen Ostrom has been nominated to run for MFTHBA Region #8 Representative.  The region covers IA, WI,IL,MI,IN,KY & TN.  The election will be  November 2008.  You will get a ballot in the mail this Fall with important choices to be made. Jim McKenney has agreed to be the clinician at two clinics in April 2009(4/17-4/19) location to be announced and April 24-26,2009 at his farm in Yale.  These will cover horse groundwork, gaiting & riding problems and driving.  As more details become available we will post them.  The Novi Expo is fast approaching (Nov. 7-9). Jim McKenney has reserved a booth there.  The MFTA is looking into having one there, too. The March 2009 MSU Stallion Expo was discussed.  If you wish to display an MFT gelding there, let us know.  We are considering exemplifying many styles of riding as well as driving and jumping all at one time. 

So far Chuck Fanslow has offered to host another trail ride at South Branch.  It will be July 18-19,2009. It was a lot of fun this year. If you wish to host one this year, let us get it on the calendar for you. There was discussion concerning possibly holding a fun show next year.  More details will follow.  We have received a Model class judging DVD from the MFTHBA.  It will be shown to MI judges so they will learn to evaluate MFTs properly. The MFTA is looking into acquiring an updated gaiting video also.

  The meeting was adjourned with the note that the October 11th meeting will be held at 1PM at Elba Equestrian Complex in Genessee County(east side of the state).  This will be a potluck/ride/meet.  Bring your horse, a beverage and a chair. Hopefully this one will have nice weather. See you there!

  In August at a local show in Mason, the Foxtrotters were competing for ribbons in a performance class.  They sure looked good.  Hopefully this will be the start of future showings of members of our Association.

  A few interesting articles to check into are: self defense (go to horsethink.com), horse slaughter (http://blackburnarch.wordpress.com/2008/08/04/hr-6598-prevention-of-equine-cruelty-act/) and exercises to strengthen gait (gaitedhorses.net/HTT/samplechapter4.pdf). Interesting reads, for sure.

  Respectfully submitted by Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

