Michigan Foxtrotter Association,Inc. (MFTA)

  Congratulations to Gale & Theresa Gunders of Gladwin,MI on the birth of a red and white MFT filly April 15 and a colt born June 9th . Mike & Lola Kuhn of Newago, MI had a black & white MFT filly born of their mare and Chuck Fanslow’s stallion, Cotton-Eyed Joe Y(CEJ), at the beginning of May.  A few weeks later Chuck had a Palomino MFT colt born at his farm in Gladwin , also by CEJ. Then another one was born at Chucks’s farm  June 5th sired by CEJ-this one is a smoky black MFT colt-real handsome! Char Ostrom’s mare was due in July. And she had a palomino filly July 14th!

  Fourty-one Foxtrotters participated in the Shore-to- Shore ride in June!  Some from other states, too.  Chuck Fanslow will submit an article about it to the MFTHBA Journal.

  Sandra Batie reported that the MTRA Blossom Ride at the end of May was wonderful- good weather, no bugs, great riding! It’s always great fun crossing the state on a Foxtrotter!

  The July 10 Tweak That Gait clinic with clinician Levi Beechy in W. Branch filled up and it was a success!  Positive comments were expressed afterwards.  Thank-you Levi for being our clinician and holding it at your facility.

  Another clinic was requested so we arranged it to be Aug. 7 at Paladin Farm,1759 Benton Road, Charlotte,MI.  Go to michfoxtrotters.com for the paperwork and more information or call Charleen at 517-541-1282 if you want to participate.  Auditors welcome  at $5 each(free audit for MFTA members).  Fee is $50 per horse/rider combo.  Jim McKenney of McKenney Ranch will be the clinician.  He will gladly answer  questions about gaiting.

  New members, Tim & Deb Clements of Ada, MI, purchased a wonderful MFT!  They are the proud new owners of Mr. Mack W, an 11 year old black gelding. We are looking forward to hearing about adventures with their new horse.  

  Kate & Steve Assenmacher (our MFTA members who are in Missouri most of the year now) report that they ran into Bryan & Joyce Quinlan down by Ava recently. The Quinlans were members previously.  They now own property and trail ride in the Ozarks.  It’s beautiful down around Ava.  Celebration is Sept. 4-11 at Ava, MO.  You can camp at Celebration and do a trail trail ride right from the show grounds and earn more points. An experienced MFT will be provided for you if you don’t want to haul your horse down there.

  The South Branch Trail ride was held over the weekend of July 17th.  21 people had fun camping & riding together.  Chuck Fanslow was the host for that event.  We’ll do it again next year if you missed out.

  Hopefully by now the rain has subsided to put your hay in the barn and your horse is gaiting well. If you need help with gaiting or have any other questions, PLEASE contact one of us. Consider participating in the Aug. 7th clinic at Char Ostrom’s for more hands-on help. Jim can definitely help you if you are having problems. Our mission is to help people out and spread the word about these fabulous sure-footed, comfortable and sensible horses. All of our contact information is on michfoxrotters.com plus a lot of other things you might need to know.

  Please send me pictures of you & your horse if you happened to ride in a 4th of July parade of if you went out trail riding this summer. I’d love to add it to the picture board for an expo! My address is abbypeaches@yahoo.com or 2333 Hagadorn Road,Mason,MI 48854.

  By Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

