MICHIGAN FOXTROTTER ASSOCIATION, INC. (MFTA)

The annual meeting with officer election was held April 17, 2010 at Valley Family Restaurant in Flint.  A number of members attended as well as two guests, Al Fritzler and Laurie Marble, who own MFTs. After introductions were made and the lunch eaten, the meeting commenced.  The 1/23/10 Secretary’s report and updated Treasurer’s report were accepted.  Discussion then moved to fundraising- ideas such as offering an instructional Trail camp clinic, inviting a clinician from Missouri, utilizing Jim McKenney or another known in-state instructor to conduct a clinic on gaiting were brought up.  Money is needed to cover the monthly costs of the Association’s bank account and website as well as promotional and office materials.  Additional funds are needed to conduct future clinics and Association activities.  At the March Stallion expo a few people bought raffle tickets, MFTA t shirts and corn pillows. A couple of people renewed their membership.  Mostly people took free promotional material and information about buying their first Foxtrotter. Discussion concerning 501©3 followed with Al Fritzler suggesting that we look into 501©7 instead as the latter is more appropriate for groups our size.  Charleen Ostrom volunteered to find out more about that.  Our association needs one of these classifications so we will be able to accept grants and donations, provide tax-deductible receipts as well as access group insurance at a discount.  Charleen announced that her term as the Region 8 MFTHBA Representative will be expiring in the Fall. She does not plan to run for that position again as she feels that her time will be better spent on the MFTHBA Trails committee.  Charleen and George Ostrom  would like to split the cost with others to rent a people camping trailer to stay in at Celebration in Ava, Missouri this September as all of the local hotels are already booked up.  Contact her soon if you are interested.  It would be great to see all of the horses showing there.  Contact the MFTHBA main office if you would like to reserve a horse trailer camping spot if you want to either show there or participate in a trail ride starting from the show grounds.  

  The results of the 2010 officer election are as follows:  President-Chuck Fanslow, Vice President-Sandi Roath, Secretary-Marilyn Mannino (reelected), Treasurer- Charleen Ostrom (reelected), Director (three year term)- Jim McKenney.  The two year Director and Michigan Horse Council delegate positions are still available.  Sandi Roath stepped down from the two year Director position when she became the Vice President. Please contact an officer soon if you are interested in either office or wish to receive information concerning these.

  Secretary Marilyn requested one year’s worth of financial reimbursement for one black ink cartridge and postage for newsletters to members who prefer to have their newsletters snail-mailed to them.  The members present approved this request.

  The membership next voted to allow President/Webmaster Chuck to investigate purchasing a better web address for the MFTA which should bring us more traffic. Please note that our website now has video on it showing the proper walk and Foxtrot gaits. A number of horses are now for sale on the classifieds page. MFTA members can have a text ad posted there for free (or $5 with picture for three months)- contact the webmaster (Chuck Fanslow) if you want one posted.

  Embroidered blue jean shirts with the MFT horse & web address over the front left pocket are available for order now that the pattern has been okayed.  I will place your order after you send me a check for $20 plus $5 for shipping.  Contact me if you haven’t already ordered one. We still have a number of short-sleeved MFTA t shirts available for $10 in a variety of sizes.  Long-sleeved ones are $12. Add $5 for shipping. Make these checks out to Marilyn Mannino for processing.

  Charleen is checking into the discounts available through Michigan Horse Council (MFTA is a member).  MFTHBA members can get additional discounts-show your membership card when you purchase. 

  Let us know if you would like your stallion or gelding featured at the 2011 March Stallion expo next to the MFTA promotional booth.  We need one!

  A hearty welcome goes out to new members, Nancy & Hop (Gerald) Hubbard!  They hail from Kingsley, Michigan and trail ride extensively on their MFTs in Michigan and in surrounding states.  Welcome back to Brenda Haines of Vassar,Michigan also.  Her MFT is retired but she still likes to ride when she can. It’s great to have you with us!

  Please remember that the following trail rides are coming up: May 14-16(Potter Memorial Trail Ride) at Ionia Recreation Area, June 18- July 3(MTRA Shore to Shore/MFTHBA National Trail Ride) and July 17-18 at South Branch Trail Camp. 

  The next scheduled meeting is 11AM Sept. 18 at the Ostrom’s Paladin Farm in Charlotte,Michigan.  It’s a potluck meeting then we’ll ride. Submitted by Marilyn Mannino(MFTA Secretary)

