Michigan Foxtrotter Association (MFTA)

 Happy 4th of July!  By now you will have survived the rains and cool weather of June. It was difficult to ride with all that precipitation. Now let’s hope we don’t get swarmed with mosquitoes!

  Jim McKenney’s horse problem clinic held June 5-7 at McKenney Ranch in Yale was a huge success.  Many people brought their horses for Jim to work on and they were pleased with the results.  He had a team of horses pulling a wagon to give people rides on, also.  He plans to hold another clinic for driving and rider problems in the future.

  Plan to attend the next Tweak that Gait Clinic #2 which will have additional  seminars on rope braiding, hoof trimming, etc. It will be August 22 & 23 at the Ostrom’s Paladin Farm in Charlotte again.  Clinic participants report success with the instruction that they received from clinician Barb Anderson and farrier Tom Pason at the first one.  Please contact Char Ostrom at 517-541-1282 or paladinfarm@acd.net if you would like to be included in this clinic.  The price will be the same ($75 for non-MFTA, $50 for MFTA members and $5 to audit, optional farrier fee is extra). Bring your braided lead ropes that need repair,too. Food will again be available on site. See michfoxtrotters.com for the paperwork.

   More upcoming events: 

  Liz Graves (gaited horse expert) is coming to Hanover, MI July 10-12! Our website michfoxtrotters.com has all the details in the events section.

  South Branch trail ride to be hosted by Chuck Fanslow July 18-19 north of Hale, MI. Go to michfoxtrotters.com/events or call him at 989-435-3800 (M-F) or 989-435-9224 (evenings) for more info.  All breeds welcome.

  July 23-26 is the first annual MFTHBA National Trail ride from the MFTHBA show grounds in Ava, MO.  A benefit Foxtrotter consignment sale will be happening there then, too. Go ride then buy a nice MFT to bring home.  All details are on our website.

  If you want to try gaited showing there are a couple of shows left to enter July 11,18 and Aug.29th at the Ingham County Fairgrounds in Mason. Local 4H clubs host these and welcome your participation. Again, our website has more info. These shows are a lot of fun. If you want help getting ready, contact Char or myself (517-676-2496).

  Horses for sale:  A few of our members (Chuck Fanslow of River Flat Ranch in Gladwin, Joe Burrill of Beaverton and Gale & Theresa Gunders also of Gladwin) who breed MFTs have awesome deals on horses right now. They can fix you up with just the right ride.  Michfoxtrotters.com has pictures and links to their ranches.

  MFTHBA news: Region 8 Director, Char Ostrom, seconded a motion at the May 16th meeting to indefinitely suspend the membership of Dr. Ernie Rose of Illinois until he can show cause for reinstatement.  This is an update from my last report. More details are in The Journal or go to mfthba.com for that and other National Foxtrotter news.

  Many of our members have been hitting the trails lately. Isn’t it glorious to float down the trail on such a level-headed and comfortable Foxtrotter? Let others try yours out to enjoy the grace and comfort!

  Keep those trail reports & pictures coming please.  Email them to me at abbypeaches@yahoo.com.

  I hope to see you on the trail or at a show this summer on your Foxtrotter.

      Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

