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It’s FOXTROTTING weather!!!!  Many of us have been able to get out and ride finally. 

First I want to welcome the following members to the MFTA: the Assenmachers of Brighton, Renee Hoskins of Belding, Langscheids of Cement City, Gary Van Huysen of Onaway and Barb Welemirov of Berkley.    The Assenmachers live part of the year near Ava, MO and get to be involved more closely in the MFTHBA activities down there in the colder months.  Ms. Welemirov has been training Foxtrotters and riders for over 40 years. Renee bought herself a nice Palomino MFT mare from Lucille Foust. Welcome (back) to the Association all! 

There has been a change of Directorship recently in our Association.  Stephanie Leavitt has agreed to finish out the one-year term of Rob Potter who is unable to fulfill that responsibility.  President McKenney appointed her. Thank you Stephanie for stepping up for us.

 A new logo was created by Chuck Fanslow and reviewed by all of the members in the MFTA last month.  A vote was taken and it was almost overwhelmingly agreed to use the updated logo now. Go to michfoxtrotters.com to see it and other information posted there.

MFTHBA Region 8 Director Char Ostrom reported that at the last meeting she attended it was voted to leave the DNA issue as is and to revoke the membership of Dr. Rose of Illinois due to severe horse cruelty.  The new rule book has been finished, the audit is done and the MFTHBA is in better shape than expected. See the next  “The Journal” for articles about these topics.

 The Gaiting Clinic held the weekend of April 25th at Steph Leavitt’s Last Stop Farm (Grand Haven) was a big success!  Clinician Jim McKenney was able to help quite a few people over there. There was a Tweak that Gait clinic held at the Ostrom’s Paladin Farm (Charlotte) the weekend of May 30th.  Clinician Barb Welemirov advised many on how to ride more smoothly.  The MFTA youth sold food there to raise funds for their program.  The Potter Memorial Trail ride held May 16th at the Ionia Recreational Area was a success. Many who attended rode horses who descended from the original Foxtrotters bred by Chuck (Pa) Potter. The group rode out to the hill which was Pa Potter’s favorite place then returned to camp to gather by the campfire. Char Ostrom, son Joe and I made it out there to ride on Sunday and talked with Rob Potter.

Foxtrotters crossed the state in mid-May as part of the MTRA Blossom Ride. Chuck Fanslow reported that the scenery was beautiful and the trails great, but it was cold and wet much of the way.  MFTA members and MTRA Trail Boss Teresa Gunders and husband, Gale, were also very involved with that ride.

            A large contingent of MI horsepeople overflowed the hearing room at the Anderson Building in downtown Lansing April 28th for the hearing concerning the House Bill 4610.  Among them were your MFTA Vice President (Chuck Fanslow) and Secretary to show support for the bill which, if passed, will reopen and keep open the trailways in our state.  Please contact your elected officials ASAP by postcard, letter and phone calls to tell them how you feel about keeping these trails open.

          Upcoming activities:  June 5-7 Jim Mckenney will be hosting a clinic at his farm in Yale. Chuck Fanslow will be hosting the South Branch trail ride July 18-19 north of Hale, MI. July 23-26 is the first annual National Trail Ride (MFTHBA) from the MFTHBA show grounds in Ava, MO.  There will be a consignment sale going on then, also, to benefit the MFTHBA. Don’t forget to show in the gaited classes held at the Ingham County Fairgrounds in Mason June 20,27, July 11,18 and Aug. 29th.

  The next regularly scheduled monthly meeting will be held Sept. 12.   

  Please send me pictures and communications about what you have been doing with your MFTs.  I’d like to start a pictorial history for the year. Who has new babies?  Bought a new MFT lately?  Have you tried a new activity? Is there trail info from your area that you would like to share?  Please email me at abbypeaches@yahoo.com. 

 Now get out there and FOXTROT!!!!     Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

