MI Foxtrotter Assoc.,Inc. (MFTA)

It’s August already! Where does the time go!?!  Hopefully all of you have had multiple chances to get out on the trail and enjoy the nice weather we have been having.  That is-when it’s not been raining.

  We have another new member! A hearty MFTA welcome goes out to Robert & Theresa Nowak of South Haven!  She discovered us at the April Grand Haven clinic and now owns a 14 year old black MFT gelding called Smoke. They enjoy trail riding & judged obstacle rides. Welcome to the group!

  The Tweak That Gait Clinic #2 is still on for August 22-23 at Char & George’s Paladin Farm in Charlotte.  Go to michfoxtrotters.com/events page for info and the paperwork for that.  Reserve your spot soon so you won’t miss out. There will be rope-braiding & shoeing sessions so it should be very informative.  Clinician Barb Anderson-Welemirov is very experienced with all breeds of horses and can get you & your horse in synch and riding better. Contact Char Ostrom at 517-541-1282 or paladinfarm@acd.net for any questions.  Cost is $75 for non-MFTA members, $50 MFTA, $5 to audit.  If you are a farrier and want to come-here’s your chance to learn how to trim/shoe gaited horses. An experienced farrier will be available to demonstrate and answer any questions.

  The South Branch Trail ride hosted by Chuck Fanslow was fun.  Chuck gave out prizes to all who showed up. Look for it again next year.

  There’s still one more show with gaited classes at the Ingham County Fairgrounds on Aug. 29.  Lots of other gaited breeds enter-let’s get a Foxtrotter in there!

  Chuck Fanslow (River Flat Ranch) & the Gunders of Gladwin have lots of MFTs for sale.  Joe Burrill of Beaverton has some for sale, too.  Contact any of them for a good quality MFT to buy.

  I met MFTA members, Steve & Kate Assenmacher, recently on horseback.  They have beautiful MFTs and live most of the year down by Ava, MO. They still have a residence in Michigan, too. Kate is on the Trails Committee

for the MFTHBA.   They are very friendly and fun people.

  Join Yahoo group, MFTregion8 (just like that), to read what our Regional Representative, Char Ostrom, has been discussing with everyone else from MI, WI,TN,OH,IN,IA & IL. She discusses issues that relate to our affiliate and region and the MFTHBA.  She then takes the ideas to the monthly MFTHBA meetings. Check it out!  Meet some really nice people from other states.

Remember that we have a Fall meeting at the Ostrom’s farm Sept. 12 at 11AM. It’s a potluck and ride so bring your horse/some good food to share.  See you there!

Marilyn Mannino(MFTA Secretary)

