Michigan Foxtrotter Association (MFTA)

The Jan. 15th lunch meeting took place at the Italian Oven Restaurant in Mt. Pleasant with most of the officers present. Renewing members Gale & Theresa Gunders, Kathy Kruch  ,Joe Mannino, Sharon & Doug Mathewson and Terry Meier  participated in the meeting. New members, Bob Howell, Faye Adams and Dawn Rueffer were welcomed to the group. Bob is from Mt. Pleasant and has five Foxtrotters. Faye is also from Mt. Pleasant and owns two older Foxtrotters. Dawn drove from Hersey and is shopping for a black Foxtrotter mare for her and her three young children to ride. Please let me know if you have any and I’ll pass your name along to her.

  The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were accepted.

  Old business consisted of the report from Chuck about progress with acquiring the new web address.  The contract has been signed and soon we will be using the new address.

  New business included election of officers. Chuck Fanslow was re-elected as President, Miranda Mannino was newly elected as Vice President, Treasurer, Charleen Ostrom, was re-elected as was Secretary, Marilyn Mannino.  Gale Gunders agreed to be elected to the 3 year Director position. Sandi Roath volunteered, in absentia, to represent the MFTA at the Michigan Horse Council meetings.  Thank you all for doing your part!

  Region 8 MFTHBA Director (Char Ostrom) gave her report of the recent goings-on in Ava, MO. Missourian Jim Mann recently resigned his Presidency and MFTHBA membership so former Vice President Clyde Connelly is now President. Idahoan Doug Bromley was subsequently voted in as replacement V.P. Special membership packages for 2011 were agreed to. These involve bundles including MFTHBA memberships, FoxTrot Service Net listings and online record subscriptions, Go to mfthba.com or call the office at 417-683-2468 for a complete listing and prices. The packages must be purchased by April 1 to qualify for the discounts. They are good deals.

  We next discussed the upcoming April 30 gaiting clinic to be held in West Branch with Levi Beechy.  A clinic in Laingsburg earlier in April is being planned also. Another clinic later in the summer was also discussed.  Details on the last two will be forthcoming as soon as we get things finalized.

  February 26th we will have a booth at the Expo in Cadillac complete with volunteers. Sandi Roath has agreed to display her gelding at the March Stallion expo at MSU.  A number of volunteers have agreed to help man the booths.  Now we need sponsorships to help defray the cost.  Contact me for the sponsorship forms. Any dollar amount is appreciated.

  An MFTHBA National Trail ride in Michigan will again be held during the MTRA’s second June ride.  Theresa Gunders has graciously agreed to handle the paperwork for that.  To get credit for the MFTHBA trail ride points one must be both an MTRA & MFTHBA member in 2011.

 We are cosponsoring with FoxTROT in Tennessee a National Trail ride June 15-19 at Orchard Cove Stables(in the Smokie Mtns.) in Townsend, TN.

  It was voted to allow tack and other related items to be advertised on the MFTA website for $5 per 6 month span.  Contact webmaster, Chuck, via clf222@yahoo.com with your advertisement information.  Send your check made out to the MFTA to the Treasurer.

  Approval was granted by unanimous vote to donate the newly purchased gaiting DVD to the MSU Horse Judging Program for the purpose of helping train judges about the foxtrot gait.

  It was voted to wait on creating and ordering our own banner. The membership also voted to postpone the purchase of a mobile public address system for clinician usage.

  The next meeting will be a summer pot luck/trail ride meeting at Sleepy Hollow State Park July 23 starting at 10:30AM. 

  Respectfully submitted by:  Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

