Michigan Foxtrotter Association,Inc.

The February 21st meeting held at Tony M’s Restaurant was again plagued by bad weather.  Members from both sides of the state were prevented from attending due to dangerous driving conditions. Chuck Fanslow managed to drive down from Gladwin.  The rest of us came from mid state.  The snow accumulated outside while we ate the delicious food inside. After the meeting was called to order, a motion was made to table the Treasurer’s report and perform the officer election at the next meeting March 28th.  The Secretary’s report was read from the November meeting.  Jennifer Kivela reported on the progress she had made with her horse getting ready for the March Stallion Expo. Chuck Fanslow reported on the Feb. 28th meeting that he attended in Clare about the Backwoods Horsemen.  Region 8 Representative, Charleen Ostrom, reported on meetings she has been attending with the MFTHBA officers in Ava, MO.  Alot is going on there with getting issues decided that the previous board had tabled.  Log on to Yahoo group, MFTregion8, to get in on the discussion.  They are dealing with the DNA and drug testing issues.  Char wants your opinions on those.  Chuck offered to donate a biothane bitless bridle to be raffled off at the expo.  Thank you, Chuck.  A few more memberships were accepted by the Secretary.  Lonnie and Cathy Buck offered to help out at the MFTA expo booth as did the rest of the meeting attendees.  Joe Mannino accepted the 2008 Youth Trail award.  2009 Youth Trail & Show participants are now being accepted. Please use the forms from the website (michfoxtrotters.com) or contact one of us and we’ll mail them to you.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 28th, 11AM at Char & George Ostrom’s house at 1759 Benton Road, Charlotte, MI. Please bring a dish to pass and your beverage. The meeting was then adjourned with plans to see each other at the expo.

  The March 2009 Stallion Expo was a success!  Jennifer Kivela did a great job riding her MFT gelding, Demolition’s Fantasy Ride, and demonstrating the signature foxtrot under the expert tutelage of Barb Anderson.  They both looked outstanding in the main arena!  President, Jim McKenney, had a booth beside ours and brought his handsome MFT stallion, Renegade.  He helped many people figure out their gaiting issues.  Our booth had many visitors obtaining information and just stopping in to say, “Hi”! It seems that alot of people want to switch to Foxtrotters.  Trail-ready MFTs are definitely in demand. Our gaiting tape and poster depicting the many uses of Foxtrotters caused people to stop and discuss our favorite topic (MFTs!). A warm welcome goes out to new member, Gary Van Huysen from Onaway. The bitless bridle donated by Chuck was raffled off Saturday. Many thanks go out to Lonnie Buck, Stephanie Leavitt, Chuck Fanslow, Barb Anderson, Jennifer Kivela, Char & George Ostrom for manning the booth and tirelessly answering questions all weekend.

  Remember that there will be a driving/gaiting/colt breaking clinic April 24 & 25  at Stephanie Leavitt’s Last Stop Farm in Grand Haven. Reserve a spot by April 10th. Jim McKenney will be the clinician. Call Steph at 616-846-3326 for more info. MFTA members get a discount

  The next meeting will be held March 28th at 11AM at the Ostrom’s Paladin Farm (1759 Benton Road, Charlotte, MI ).  Pray for NO snow! We HAVE to hold our 2009 officer election and discuss plans for the summer. See you there.  Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

