Michigan Foxtrotter Assoc.,Inc.

The September 12th meeting held at Char & George Ostrom’s Paladin farm was composed of delicious food, awesome horses and new friends.  George grilled on the deck overlooking their fields of beautiful horses.  Everyone brought contributions to the lunch and mmmm-we ate well! The weather radically changed from a cold morning fog to a beautiful warm and sunny afternoon as we sat outside. It felt like we were at a resort!!

  We have new members-Sharon & Doug Mathewson of Marshall, MI.  They have Foxtrotters, a new trailer and a passion for the trail.  Sharon admitted that they have been lurking on our website (michfoxtrotters.com) for a while, liked what they read and decided to join. I bet there are more lurkers out there like the Mathewson’s…come check us out! We won’t disappoint you!

  We also had a couple of very interesting people from Coldwater attend who made major contributions to the meeting that followed. They have QHs but hopefully soon they will find just the right Foxtrotters for themselves. Let me know if you have MFTs to sell and I’ll pass along your information to them.  They are VERY nice people.

  After introductions, V. President, Chuck Fanslow, called the meeting to order.  The March Secretary report was accepted as read. Next, Treasurer Char Ostrom, gave her report of the financial state of the Association. A discussion ensued concerning fund raising as we need to replace monies that we spend throughout the year. We need to get our Federal 501(c)3 paperwork filed, too, so we can do more activities. We offer gaiting clinics and have a booth at the March Stallion Expo and at other venues.  We could do more but we need the money to work with. Tack sales, gaited t-shirt sales, raffles, poker runs, horse soccer tournaments and timed obstacle challenges were all discussed. Do you have any other ideas?  Please let us know. Chuck generously donated a bitless bridle to be raffled off during one day of the March 2010 expo. Does anyone else want to donate an item to raffle off?

  We are also looking for a sponsor to cover half of the cost of the 2010 March Stallion expo booth. Does anyone have a business they want advertised there?  Contact us if you do. We have a horse and a back-up (Cotton Eyed Joe-Y) for that Expo. Next we need volunteers to manage the booth.

  Plans are in the works for a Spring 2010 (April?) gaiting clinic.  Location and date TBA.

  MFTHBA Region 8 Director, Charlene Ostrom,  discussed that in order to get trail riders back involved, she is investigating having the MFTHBA offer trail memberships to those not interested in showing. She proposes having a certain amount of their memberships earmarked for trail maintenance, forming new trails and financially supporting the Back Woods Horseman who go to bat for us.  What do you think?  Let Char know if you like her idea.

  She also reported that the MFTHBA is in negotiation with an advertising company to produce a GOOD Foxtrotter commercial and segment for RFD-TV.

  PLEASE remember to mail in your MFTHBA ballot before Oct. 15th.  The MFTA is supporting Jim Mann for President, write in Jack Sampson (of MO) for V.P. and Robert Summers for the BOD position.  An X is required in the boxes beside the names of the people you are voting for. Remember:  this is a vote for improvement!!!

  The meeting on the deck was adjourned and we repaired to the arena & road for some RIDING! Chuck, Char and the Manninos graciously let the horseless visitors alternate riding their Foxtrotters. We had a great time helping the newcomers experience the Foxtrotter gait.  They were well-pleased and are now on the hunt for two for themselves.

  Later it was decided to hold the Oct. 17th meeting at Sleepy Hollow Park in Laingsburg starting at 11AM.  We’ll eat & talk, then ride. Bring a dish to pass.

  Snail mail report from the Sept. 11th MFTHBA BOD meeting (as reported by Kate Assenmacher who  attended the meeting in person for Charleen):  Representatives from  CA,AZ,IN,OH,UT,KS,MO,OK,TN,AK,MI and Germany were in attendance. President Jim Mann opened with a statement that it has taken a while to adjust to the regional representation. That done, the next focus will be on the promotion and support of the various activities of the affiliates. Earlier, affiliates were polled and the following concerns were expressed: Trail riders need to feel more connected to the MFTHBA. Pictures and stories of trail riding should be printed in The Journal. Perhaps competitive trail horse points could be accumulated and published in a better-produced Journal (like the TWH Journal) with awards and pictures of the competitors with the most points each month. Extra points could be earned by members outside of Region 6(MO) upon completion of trail rides originating at Celebration in Ava. Possibly a new program modeled after the American Competitive Trail Horse Association could be implemented. Creation of a trail rider membership was brought up to draw more members back.  Infighting and politics expressed on the MFTHBA member forum is a turn-off for people.

  Youth sponsorship and achievement should be encouraged. 

 New Journal editor, Jody Styron, was introduced and took the suggestion that an affiliate section be created on the MFTHBA website and in The Journal for trail articles and success stories.

  The trail riders have come across loud and clear. The MFTHBA cannot ignore us!

  Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Mannino (MFTA Secretary)

