MICHIGAN FOXTROTTER ASSOC., INC.
It’s getting closer to Fall and that means the National election for officers of the MFTHBA will be happening in October. If you want to preserve regional representation and encourage progress in the MFTHBA, then choose wisely in the upcoming election. The September Journal will have telling questions answered by those running for the various positions which will make it easier for you to choose the best person for each office.
  The MFTA is still taking names of stallion owners who would like to showcase their horse at the 2012 expo at MSU in March.  We have to submit your information in November so please hurry and let us know if we can put your name on the paperwork for that. Contact Chuck Fanslow, Charleen Ostrom or myself  ASAP.
    MFTA member, Sandra Batie, elected Chair of the Equine Trails Subcommittee recently agreed to be interviewed by me for this month’s newsletter. She lives in Mason with her family and is a long-time MFT owner & trail rider.
1.  What does this job entail?  Why did you take the job?

I am the elected chair of the Equine Trailways Subcommittee (ETS).  I agreed to volunteer as a Governor’s appointee to the Equine Trailways Subcommittee (ETS), in part, because I believe that we all should give our time and efforts to sustain what we care about and from which we benefit.  For me, that includes riding and camping with our two MFT horses in our beautiful state.  

The ETS is a legally recognized body that gives the horse trail riding community a “voice”, that is, the ETS has “place at the table” when decisions are being made that affect our horse trails and facilities.  I was elected chairperson to this volunteer subcommittee by my fellow ETS members (Mike Foote, Jan Herrick, Jane Carmichael, and Dick Kleinhardt). (Note: one ETS member position is currently vacant due to a resignation.)

The ETS was created by Public Acts 45 and 46, sometimes called the Right to Ride Act, and our reports to the Michigan Snowmobile Trails Advisory Council (MSTAC).  The ETS has several responsibilities. These include providing recommendations on:
• All trailways on state owned land previously open for pack and saddle animals that the ETS thinks are still appropriate for such use.
• Additional state lands that ETS determines would be appropriate.
• Advice on development and use of pack and saddle trailways network.
• Advice on matters related to promotion of the equine industry.
• Advice on funding to conduct trailways reviews detailed in the Act, provide for reopening of previous closed trailways, preservation of existing trailways, and development of new trailways.
All these recommendations are included in the June 2011, ETS Recommendations Report. A draft of this report is now completed and available for public comments. The ETS Draft Recommendations Report is available for public review and comment at DNR - Equine Trailways Subcommittee.  [On the left side of the DNR homepage found at www.michigan.gov/dnr, click on Commissions, Boards and Committees, then click on Michigan Snowmobile and Trails Advisory Council, (MSTAC) followed by Equine Trailways Subcommittee.)  Public comment on the Draft Report will be accepted until Sept. 30, 2011.  Comments may be submitted electronically to DNR-RTS@michigan.gov.  Written comments can also be sent to  DNR-Forest Management Division, P.O. Box Lansing, Michigan 48909-7952, Attn: James Radabaugh, State Trails Coordinator. ] 

The ETS does not expire, but the ETS members have terms of service.  My term, for example, expires in 2014.  Two positions are governor-appointed and include membership on both the ETS and the MSTAC.  Currently Mike Foote and I are the governor-appointed members.  The other four positions are appointed by the DNR Director as terms expire or if an ETS member position becomes open (such as with a resignation.)
2. How often do you meet? Where?  Is the public welcome?
As a permanent subcommittee, the ETS meets every few months. The next meeting will be near the end of October, 2011. The meetings are public and the time, place and venue can be found on the DNR website mentioned above.  The times and setting vary to accommodate the schedules of the subcommittee members.  
3. How does the work you do affect trail riders?
The ETS recommendations have the potential to increase both the quantity and quality of equine trails and facilities in Michigan.  For just one example, following two meetings requested by the ETS with the DNR, the USFWS, and other stakeholders about the equine access to the Pigeon River Country State Forest (PRCSF), the ETS recommended support for the DNR proposed Equine Access Plan for the PRCSF.  While there are more negotiations ahead, already the DNR is increasing the number and size of campsites at the Elk Hill destination trail campground and working toward developing a campsite reservation system. The proposed DNR Equine Access Plan includes much more. A summary is found in the ETS 2011 Recommendations Report Draft. 
Also, the ETS is now an established and legally recognized “voice” for trail riders concerns to reach and be considered by the DNR and vice versa.  The ETS has been working to improve the relationships of and reduce conflicts between the equine trail recreational community, other users, and agencies through education and advocacy.  The overall goal is to enhance and improve saddle and pack trail recreation opportunities throughout the state.

4. Have the ETS seen/made any progress?

I definitely think we are making substantial progress.   The ETS first meeting was in late September 2010. Since then, with considerable hard work by the ETS members and others, the June 2011 report has been produced. It has 46 recommendations of importance to equine trail riders. It also reports the results of a survey of equine trail users that requested feedback as to where respondents ride and what they want from their trail riding experiences.  While the MSTAC has a year to consider  the ETS Recommendations, many of the ETS recommendations are already under consideration by the DNR.   
There have been several accomplishments in addition to the equine recreationist survey, the work on the PRCSF, and the preparation of the 2011 Recommendations Report.  During the ETS’s first year:

• In concert with the DNR and the Michigan Horse Council (MHC), the ETS has begun to inventory and map existing trailways throughout Michigan to help plan a statewide network of pack and saddle trailways.

• It has begun to network with horse groups to facilitate communication between equestrian trail users regarding existing and proposed trailways, to inform equine trail users about “Adopt-a-Trail” opportunities in their areas, and to promote cooperation and minimize conflict with other trailways users.

• It has worked to create communication between equine trail users and the DNR to help create an atmosphere of trust and cooperation between the DNR and the equine community, to gain an understanding of the DNR’s responsibilities under the Pittman-Robertson (PR) and Dingell-Johnson (DJ) Acts, and to facilitate the creation of the statewide network of trailways.

· • It has researched trail use plans and programs on public lands in other states to help it create recommendations which will lead to:

· 􀂾 Opening more lands for pack and saddle use.

· 􀂾 Minimizing impact on the environment and conflict with other motorized and nonmotorized users.

· 􀂾 Enhancing and promoting the image of Michigan as a prime destination for equine recreationalists to enjoy their sport and, thereby, contribute to the development of the Michigan economy.

5. What projects is the ETS working on now?

Right now the ETS is working to get the word out that the ETS Recommendations Draft Report is available for all interested trail riders for review and comments.  All the 46 recommendations are in the executive summary, and the whole report contains many discussions of issues, opportunities, and constraints for the maintenance and expansion of Michigan’s equine trails and facilities. The ETS will continue to pursue its legally given tasks next year—paying particular attention to promotion of Michigan’s equestrian trails and camps and associated tourism issues.  Also, in co-operation with the Michigan Horse Council, The ETS hopes to obtain funds to produce an up-to-date trail guidebook as well as posting camp and trail information for the equestrian on a website.

6. How can trail riders help you?
Equine trail riders can help by reading the ETS 2011 Recommendations Draft Report, providing constructive comments, and showing interest in work of the ETS.  The ETS is particularly interested in learning more about specific places where trails and camping could be expanded, connectors between trails could be provided, and where improvements could be made in the current trail system.  

Each equine trail rider can help the trail riding community by becoming well informed on current issues such as the influence that the state’s acceptance of Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson game and fish funds has on equine use of state lands, the proposed DNR Equine Access Plan for the PRCSF, and the ETS recommendations.  Fortunately, the ETS report makes it fairly easy to become informed on issues of importance to the future of equine recreational trails and facilities in Michigan. Too often conflict occurs because well meaning trail riders misunderstand or are not well informed about the issues and facts. 

Also, trail riders can volunteer to help maintain and improve equine recreational trails, volunteer to help the ETS on forthcoming projects or as future potential members, and be active participants in trail riding and trail horse breeding associations, or by joining and being active in the Michigan Horse Council Trails Group.  It has become clear to me that a few people carry much of the burden of keeping trail riding available and a wonderful experience.  More help, that is, more donations of “time, talent, and treasury” to equine trail riding maintenance and development from trail riders would be very beneficial to the whole equine trail riding community. 
By Marilyn Mannino(MFTA Secretary)
